Kelly Caldwell:
ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND

Beforeanother subdivision,strip mal, industrial park or
roadway isbuilt near you, hoursof paperwork and prepara- |
tion must take placeto evaluate the site, assess plant and
animal habitats, inspect environmental conditionsand ob- |
tain federal and state permits. I n Holly Springs, NC, Kely
Rosendahl Caldwell i4'g81 has madeit her businessto pro- |
vide technical environmental servicestoavariety of ener- |
gy, roadway, residential and commercial devel opers.

Cadwell and her businesspartner, Amy Gonzales,a
geol ogist and professional wetland scientist, left thelarge
environmental consultingfirm they bothworkedfor and
started AK Environmental, LL Cin the springof 2002,
based out of NewJersey. " Oneof our major clientscame
with us," saysCadwell. *Wedid repeat work for themand
built our reputation asaquality environmental service
provider and soon got moreclients.”

Early on, Cadwell and Gonzalesconducted dl the
work for their clientson their own, managingwetland de-
lineations, habitat assessments,endangered speciesstudies
and permitting. " Now with 11 employees, we have severd
peopleon sitedoingvarious jobs, while | work out of our
newest officein North Carolina,” explainsCaldwell who
moved to the Raleighareain 2004 with her husband, Pete
(MET99), and handlesthe day-to-day business manage-
ment, preparation of permit applicationsand agency coor-
dination.

“Over theyears, Amy and | haveexpanded our hori- |
zonsand increased our knowledgefor different typesof in-
dustry,"” she says." We believe environmental regulations |
need to be adhered to and wework with our clientsto edu-
catethem about thelawsand to closely follow therequire-
ments."

AK Environmental handlessevera natural gas
pipeline proj ects, natural gas compressor stations, electric
transmissionlinesand substations, road and highway con-
struction, and residential and commercia developments |
acrossthe nation. " Every jobisrewardingwhenyou know

you're doingwhat's right to protect our environment.”
I n Pennsylvania, the company recently workedwith a

|
largeenergy company that was building apipelinethrough

anareainwhich timber rattlesnakesare protected by law.
"One of our environmental inspectorswas placed on site
during construction tolook out for thesnakes, sowhen
they appeared, therattlers could be moved to asafearea,”
saysCadwell.

AK Environmental dsovolunteersits servicesto
Habitat for Humanity in NewJersey, assistingwith per-

| mitsand other environmental concernsas needed.

Attention todetail, strict adherence to environmental
regul ations, and organized businessmanagement have

I made AK Environmental asuccessful small businessthat

reached s1 millioninsaesin 2005, itsfourthyear in busi-
ness."'It's great to be ableto set an exampleto otherswho
want to start their own business," saysCaldwell."AK Envi-
ronmental is proof that you can succeed despite your age
orgender. |t takeshardwork, good ethics and strict orga-
nization."

From here, Caldwell seesher businesscontinuing to
grow with new clients, an increased number of projects,

; and additional employees. "We're very proud to be making

apositiveimpact ontheworld environmentally," she adds.
~Sbari Gasper
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